CHAP. XVII]               ROAD TO MASQAT.                            363

two ports. While Yoosef and I were walking about the market-
place, and purchasing some articles of food and dress (for in
addition to the royal boon, bestowed on us at the Bathah, our
host of last night had given us a small alms on parting), we
met the governor of the town, a very handsome young chief,
arrayed in the white dress of the country, and well attended,
but on foot. He belonged not to the Grhaferee family, or its
Ebn-Sa'eed branch, which is far from numerous, but to the
Yeleks of the Batinah, a very ancient clan of Kahtanee origin.

Matrah, even more than Mascat, is a mart for inland manu-
facture; and whoever desires a cloak of 'Omanee weaving, a
dagger of 'Omanee make, a carpet of 'Omanee texture, has here
no difficulty in getting his wants supplied. Every Monday a
general rendezvous takes place of the countrymen and villagers
from the interior, with fruits and vegetables, sweet potatoes,
badinjans, melons, gourds, apricots, grapes, peaches, and man-
goes, according to the season; the last-mentioned fruit is of
what Indians term the "Junglee" variety. A very common;;
article of sale is a large nut, two or three inches long, triangular;
in shape, and brown in colour ; I could not identify the species-^
Dates in 'Oman hold a merely subordinate place on the list of ,
eatables; they are much inferior in quality to those of Nejed, ;,
not to mention Hasa. Hence a considerable importation of
Khalas from the last-named province supplies the tables of the
wealthy in 'Oman with a delicacy else unknown to the land.
In the Indian merchandise of cloth and rice Matrah is inferior
to Mascat.

After seeing what was to be seen, and making our purchases,
we went down to the beach, where numerous canoes, each
formed of a single trunk neatly shaped and hollowed out, double
prowed, and capable of being rowed forwards or backwards,
like Oxford skiffs, were ready for the conveyance of those whom
business called to Mascat. These boats are clean within, and
spread with light grass mats, of the kind usual in India, and
there called- "tatties." We embarked in one along with a;
Persian, two Banians, each furnished with a genuine "ehatti,":
or Bombay umbrella, and four or five other passengers; the two|
oarsmen were negroes, I must plead guilty to the weakness of
having felt a half reluctance on committing myself to the sea